Notice of meeting


Notice of meeting to consider resolutions to incorporate BayBug 

This notice is dated 1 August 2004
Dear BayBug member,

This is your notice that a general meeting of the Canada Bay Bicycle Users Group (BayBug) will be held on Wednesday 1 September at 52 Iandra Street, Concord West (Geoff Ashton’s home). Please arrive about 7 pm so that the meeting can start at 7:15 pm.

I have sent this notice to you because, based on the records that I have, you appear to have asked to be a member at some time since BayBug commenced -  16 May 2001. If you do not wish to be a member, please call me or send me an e-mail to say so. If you intend to come, an e-mail or phone call about that would be appreciated too – so we will have enough chairs!

The business of this meeting is to consider and vote on special resolutions that call for BayBug to apply for registration as an incorporated association under the NSW Associations Incorporation Act and to amend BayBug’s rules so that they will conform with the model rules established by that Act. A copy of the proposed rules of the incorporated BayBug will be available on BayBug’s website in the next week. The URL is in my address details at the bottom of this notice. I, and any of the committee members, will e-mail you a copy if you e-mail us. 

The decision to investigate incorporation, to prepare amended rules, and to hold this meeting was made at BayBug’s last annual general meeting, on 14 December 2003. The main benefit of incorporation is that it allows us to create a legal entity that is separate from us, the members, and so provide a certain amount of “limited liability” for members. That becomes important if our group incurs some liability, either under an agreement, or because our group is found to have caused some injury or loss, for example, because a ride organised by our group is involved in an accident. If our group is incorporated, it is much more difficult for the people who have suffered the injury or loss to make all of the members of our group financially responsible. 

Another benefit is that it will make it easier for our group to seek grants and funding from government, though I note that at present the committee has no plans to do so.

The resolutions that will be proposed are:

1. To apply to the NSW Office of Fair Trading for incorporation under the NSW Associations Incorporation Act.

2. To approve the statement of BayBUG’s objectives as set out in rule 3 of the proposed rules of the incorporated BayBUG.

3. To approve and adopt the proposed rules of the incorporated BayBUG, to become effective upon BayBUG’s incorporation.

4. To authorise Geoff Ashton to make the application for incorporation and to pay the required fees.

5. That the incorporated BayBUG’s first financial year start on the date of its incorporation and finish on 30 November 2004.

As these resolutions must be “special resolutions” if they are to be effective they must be approved by at least three quarters of the members present at the meeting and entitled to vote. See current BayBug rule 11. A quorum for this meeting is 5 members, see rule 9(e).

The members of the current BayBug committee support the resolutions.

Registration as an incorporated association involves payment of initial and annual fees. The amounts are $132.00 initially, and $41.00 annually, subject to CPI adjustment. It is proposed to fund the initial fees by raffle and donation at the general meeting. Registration also means a certain loss of privacy, in that the names and addresses of committee members must be available to the public.

If you have any questions about the rules or the advantages or consequences of incorporation, please speak to Geoff Ashton or e-mail him at ashmax@bigpond.com. You can also look at the general information about incorporation at the web site of the Office of Fair Trading. The URL is http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/business/associations.html

BayBug’s rules say that “proxy” voting is OK, but do not include any proxy forms or other details. If you want to appoint another member to vote at the meeting as your proxy, and want some help with the paperwork, send Geoff Ashton an e-mail. 

Yours faithfully,

Rolf Muller

Secretary

home
02-8765 9719

e-mail
baybug@tpg.com.au

112 Correys Avenue

Concord NSW 2137

BayBug website:

http://www4.tpgi.com.au/users/collrolf/

The proposed rules of the incorporated BayBug will be under a new tab called “BayBUG Inc. rules”.
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