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Bike Week is an initiative of the State Government bicycle strategy Action for Bikes – BikePlan 2010.  It is a statewide promotion established by the RTA to raise the profile of bicycles in the community as a viable transport mode.  Bicycle travel also promotes a healthy lifestyle and has associated environmental benefits.

Bike Week is from Saturday 20 September to Sunday 28 September.

Bike Week provides an opportunity for the community to participate in organised bicycle events. The objective of Bike Week is to encourage riding in your local community to reduce short trip motor vehicle journeys. 

Bike Week activities are implemented through RTA Regions who support these activities by providing seed funding.

Objectives

· to create community awareness of Bike Week

· to raise the profile of the use of bicycles for short local trips

· to encourage all local community members to participate in organised Bike Week events

· promote the use of bicycle facilities

As Bike Week has a community focus, proposals to the RTA should address participation by all the community, not on specific ages, e.g., primary school students.  Events that are to be held at CARES facilities need to clearly specify how the “community” (not associated relatives of the children attending) will be encouraged to participate in the event.
There are many appropriate groups in the community who can help you support Bike Week.  These include, but not exclusively, other councils, Area Health Services, Police and Community Youth Centres (PCYC), bike shops, bicycle user groups. Basically, any organised group who has an interest in supporting and promoting bicycles.  Joint proposals are encouraged particularly local government/bicycle user groups (BUGs), to join together to develop and implement Bike Week events. This larger-scale approach has the potential to heighten community awareness of Bike Week, bicycling and getting better value for your time and effort.

As you can appreciate, there is much scope within Bike Week to not only develop events that encourage use of bicycles for short local trips but also address a broad range of bicycle issues, e.g., bicycle maintenance, cyclist visibility, road rules, helmets, etc.  It would be expected that proposals to RTA regional offices for funding for Bike Week events would address this idea of riding within the local community for short trip behaviour.  The idea of RTA funding is to support an event which promotes bicycle riding in the local community and which incorporates the core business aims and objectives of the RTA.  Proposals need to demonstrate how these will be addressed.

Your Bike Week event/s provide the opportunity for local businesses to become sponsors and support local community initiatives.

RTA FUNDING

RTA funding for each Bike Week event is not a fixed amount.  Each proposal is judged on its merit.  RTA funding is provided for the promotion/advertising component only not for associated costs eg, food, marquee/PA hire etc.

It is a requirement of each proposal that other sponsors, other than the RTA, are included.  Sponsorship can be in the form of dollars and/or in-kind contributions.  It is necessary in your proposal to name the other sponsors, what they are providing and the associated/estimated dollar cost.

It may be worth noting that Active Australia, which comes under the auspices of the Health Department, has shown particular interest in promoting bicycling and may also be considered a useful contact in supporting your Bike Week events.  As too, the Department of Sport and Recreation.

ADVERTISING

Within your proposal, there needs to be a localised advertising component.  Again, this would be a great opportunity for the local media (print/radio/TV) to “sponsor” some proportion of the advertising cost. 

GROWING YOUR EVENT NEEDS EVALUATION

To make your event grow, an evaluation component of your proposal is important.  Evaluating your event does not need to be a difficult and/or expensive task.  Evaluation of your event allows you to find out useful information about the participants, their thoughts on the event and the publicity your event obtained.  With this sort of information you can design an event that addresses the needs of your community.

Evaluation takes many forms and can include:

1. numbers of people participating in events (demographic data, eg., age, gender, socio-economic status, education standard could also be useful – this sort of information can be obtained from an application form)

2. survey of people attending an event in terms of issues that are considered important to you as an organiser.  The survey questions can be wide-ranging and varied, but they need to be meaningful and useful.

For example, the participants could be asked :

· awareness of Bike Week - e.g., how they found out about the event, were they aware of Bike Week before this year etc

· what encouraged them to attend this event

· amount of riding, where they ride, 

· what they consider could be implemented in their community to encourage cycling

3. amount of air time (sponsored and unsponsored) if radio promotion is an option

4. amount of column space (sponsored and unsponsored), if print media is an option

Should you receive RTA funding for your event/s, you are required to forward your evaluation to the RTA Regional office at the completion of your event.

RTA Regional contacts for Bike Week funding are :

Northern Region, Grafton
Natasha Ray
6640 1030

Hunter Region, Newcastle
Dallas Fell
4924 0642

Western Region, Parkes
Carolin Dunn
6861 1487?

Sydney Region, Blacktown
Mario Pace
8814 2961

Southern Region, Wollongong
Rob Reynolds
4221 2538

South West Region, Wagga Wagga
Joanne Cheshire
6937 1614
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